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(a) Management. (1) The management 
of any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction shall, without fee, 
charge, assessment, or other compensa-
tion, provide APHIS representatives 
with unlimited access to the grand-
stands, sale ring, barns, stables, 
grounds, offices, and all other areas of 
any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction, including any ad-
jacent areas under their direction, con-
trol, or supervision for the purpose of 
inspecting any horses, or any records 
required to be kept by regulation or 
otherwise maintained. 

(2) The management of any horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction shall, without fee, charge, as-
sessment, or other compensation, pro-
vide APHIS representatives with an 
adequate, safe, and accessible area for 
the visual inspection and observation 
of horses while such horses are com-
petitively or otherwise performing at 
any horse show or horse exhibition, or 
while such horses are being sold or auc-
tioned or offered for sale or auction at 
any horse sale or horse auction. 

(b) Exhibitors. (1) Each horse owner, 
exhibitor, or other person having cus-
tody of or responsibility for any horse 
at any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction shall, without fee, 
charge, assessment, or other compensa-
tion, admit any APHIS representative 
or Designated Qualified Person ap-
pointed by management, to all areas of 
barns, compounds, horse vans, horse 
trailers, stables, stalls, paddocks, or 
other show, exhibition, or sale or auc-
tion grounds or related areas at any 
horse show, horse exhibition, or horse 
sale or auction, for the purpose of in-
specting any such horse at any and all 
reasonable times. 

(2) Each owner, trainer, exhibitor, or 
other person having custody of or re-
sponsibility for, any horse at any horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction shall promptly present his 
horse for inspection upon notification, 
orally or in writing, by any APHIS rep-
resentative or Designated Qualified 
Person appointed by management, that 
said horse has been selected for exam-
ination for the purpose of determining 

whether such horse is in compliance 
with the Act and regulations. 

[44 FR 25179, Apr. 27, 1979, as amended at 56 
FR 13750, Apr. 4, 1991] 

§ 11.6 Inspection space and facility re-
quirements. 

The management of every horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction, containing Tennessee Walking 
Horses or racking horses, shall provide, 
without fee, sufficient space and facili-
ties for APHIS representatives to carry 
out their duties under the Act and reg-
ulations at every horse show, horse ex-
hibition, or horse sale or auction, con-
taining Tennessee Walking Horses or 
racking horses, whether or not man-
agement has received prior notification 
or otherwise knows that such show 
may be inspected by APHIS. The man-
agement of every horse show, horse ex-
hibition, horse sale or auction which 
does not contain Tennessee Walking 
Horses or racking horses shall provide, 
without fee, such sufficient space and 
facilities when requested to do so by 
APHIS representatives. With respect to 
such space and facilities, it shall be the 
responsibility of management to pro-
vide at least the following: 

(a) Sufficient space in a convenient 
location to the horse show, horse exhi-
bition, or horse sale or auction arena, 
acceptable to the APHIS Show Veteri-
narian, in which horses may be phys-
ically, thermographically, or otherwise 
inspected. 

(b) Protection from the elements of 
nature, such as rain, snow, sleet, hail, 
windstorm, etc., if required by the 
APHIS Show Veterinarian. 

(c) A means to control crowds or on-
lookers in order that APHIS personnel 
may carry out their duties without in-
terference and with a reasonable meas-
ure of safety, if requested by the 
APHIS Show Veterinarian. 

(d) An accessible, reliable, and con-
venient 110-volt electrical power 
source, if electrical service is available 
at the show, exhibition, or sale or auc-
tion site and is requested by the APHIS 
Show Veterinarian. 

(e) An appropriate area adjacent to 
the inspection area for designated 
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6 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, Animal Care, 4700 River Road, Unit 84, 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737–1234. 

horses to wait for inspection, and an 
area to be used for detention of horses. 

[44 FR 25181, Apr. 27, 1979, as amended at 56 
FR 13750, Apr. 4, 1991] 

§ 11.7 Certification and licensing of 
designated qualified persons 
(DQP’s). 

(a) Basic qualifications of DQP appli-
cants. DQP’s holding a valid, current 
DQP license issued in accordance with 
this part may be appointed by the man-
agement of any horse show, horse exhi-
bition, horse sale, or horse auction, as 
qualified persons in accordance with 
section 4(c) of the Act, to inspect 
horses to detect or diagnose soring and 
to otherwise inspect horses, or any 
records pertaining to any horse for the 
purpose of enforcing the Act. Individ-
uals who may be licensed as DQP’s 
under this part shall be: 

(1) Doctors of Veterinary Medicine 
who are accredited in any State by the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture under part 161 of chapter I, 
title 9 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, and who are: 

(i) Members of the American Associa-
tion of Equine Practitioners, or 

(ii) Large animal practitioners with 
substantial equine experience, or 

(iii) Knowledgeable in the area of 
equine lameness as related to soring 
and soring practices (such as Doctors 
of Veterinary Medicine with a small 
animal practice who own, train, judge, 
or show horses, or Doctors of Veteri-
nary Medicine who teach equine re-
lated subjects in an accredited college 
or school of veterinary medicine). Ac-
credited Doctors of Veterinary Medi-
cine who meet these criteria may be li-
censed as DQP’s by a horse industry or-
ganization or association whose DQP 
program has been certified by the De-
partment under this part without un-
dergoing the formal training require-
ments set forth in this section. 

(2) Farriers, horse trainers, and other 
knowledgeable horsemen whose past 
experience and training would qualify 
them for positions as horse industry 
organization or association stewards or 
judges (or their equivalent) and who 
have been formally trained and li-
censed as DQP’s by a horse industry or-
ganization or association whose DQP 
program has been certified by the De-

partment in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(b) Certification requirements for DQP 
programs. The Department will not li-
cense DQP’s on an individual basis. Li-
censing of DQP’s will be accomplished 
only through DQP programs certified 
by the Department and initiated and 
maintained by horse industry organiza-
tions or associations. Any horse indus-
try organization or association desir-
ing Department certification to train 
and license DQP’s under the Act shall 
submit to the Administrator 6 a formal 
request in writing for certification of 
its DQP program and a detailed outline 
of such program for Department ap-
proval. Such outline shall include the 
organizational structure of such orga-
nization or association and the names 
of the officers or persons charged with 
the management of the organization or 
association. The outline shall also con-
tain at least the following: 

(1) The criteria to be used in select-
ing DQP candidates and the minimum 
qualifications and knowledge regarding 
horses each candidate must have in 
order to be admitted to the program. 

(2) A copy of the formal training pro-
gram, classroom and practical, re-
quired to be completed by each DQP 
candidate before being licensed by such 
horse industry organization or associa-
tion, including the minimum number 
of hours, classroom and practical, and 
the subject matter of the training pro-
gram. Such training program must 
meet the following minimum standards 
in order to be certified by the Depart-
ment under the Act. 

(i) Two hours of classroom instruc-
tion on the anatomy and physiology of 
the limbs of a horse. The instructor 
teaching the course must be specified, 
and a resume of said instructor’s back-
ground, experience, and qualifications 
to teach such course shall be provided 
to the Administrator.6 

(ii) Two hours of classroom instruc-
tion on the Horse Protection Act and 
regulations and their interpretation. 
Instructors for this course must be fur-
nished or recommended by the Depart-
ment. Requests for instructors to be 
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